Using Mini-Maps to Plan Instruction
Instructional Resource

What is a Dynamic Learning Maps® (DLM®) Mini-Map, and How Can It Support Instruction?
Learning Outcome
Review the Essential Element
and the grade-level standard
to understand the expectation
for students with the most
significant cognitive
disabilities.

Linkage Levels
Use the linkage levels to find
knowledge, skills and
understandings related to the
Essential Elements that are a
good match for instruction.
Pick a level that is accessible
and will also challenge your
student to learn. Understand
how the linkage levels are
related so you can help your
students work toward more
complex linkage levels during
the year.
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Initial Precursor and Distal
Precursor Linkage Level
Relationships to the
Target
If you have a student working
at the Initial Precursor or Distal
Precursor level, use this
additional information to help
you plan instruction that
includes a focus on academic
learning.

Instructional Resources
When available, use additional
recommended resources to
help you align instruction to the
Essential Element and linkage
levels. You can also find more
resources for DLM professional
development here:
https://www.dlmpd.com/
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Map Graphic
The DLM mini-maps show
knowledge, skills, and
understandings for small parts of
the larger DLM maps. These
knowledge, skills, and
understandings are called nodes.
• Use the circles with boxes to see
how the content assessed at
each linkage level is related to
other linkage levels.
• Use untested and/or supporting
nodes to understand how
closely-related knowledge,
skills, and understandings can
support learning at different
linkage levels.

Note:
Mini-maps only show some knowledge, skills, and understandings. There can be other steps in a student’s learning between and
around the nodes in the mini-map. Teachers can use their own background knowledge and other resources to fill in gaps in
planning instruction. Good instruction gives students opportunities to learn multiple skills that are connected to one another in
authentic ways. Nodes should not be viewed as prerequisites that have to be mastered one at a time, in a sequence based on the
arrows, or in the way that the knowledge, skills, and understandings (node contents) are arranged on the page. Look across minimaps for multiple Essential Elements when designing instruction, no matter if designing for one student or many students. Minimaps can support instruction that is differentiated for learners in a group who are working at different levels.
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