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Stories and Information Texts
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About Familiar Texts Documents



Organized by Essential Elements



Linkage Level and Text Descriptions

ELA.EE.RL.8.3 
Identify which incidents in a story or drama that lead to 
subsequent action. 

Initial Precursor | Understands that objects have a function 

General Text Description 
Texts include plots with familiar settings and routines. 
Objects associated with those settings and routines are 
explicitly named and described in the texts.



ELA.EE.RL.8.3 Texts



ELA.EE.RL.8.3 – Link to Lesson



ELA.EE.RL.8.3
Familiar Text Lesson



ELA.EE.RL.8.3
Familiar Text Lesson
Information Table



Information Table



Purpose of the Familiar Text Lessons

Support the use of the DLM Familiar Texts 
with students completing DLM testlets in 

reading at the Initial Precursor linkage level



Features of Familiar Text Lessons

• Early symbolic communication
• Object identification
• Expressions of personal preferences
• Yes/no questions



Early Symbolic Communication



Signs, Graphic Symbols, Tactile Symbols



Universal Core Vocabulary



https://project-core.com 

https://project-core.com/


ALL CAPS

SOME people LIKE pools. 



Demonstrate Universal Core Vocabulary



Demonstrate LIKE



Attend to Everything Students are 
Saying and Doing



Attribute Meaning

Name the behavior 
you observe: “I see 
you reaching.” 

“Do you want to 
look at the book?” 

“You could say, 
LOOK!”



Demonstrate Symbolic Equivalent



Tactual Symbol Equivalent



Yes – No Questions



Example Page from a Lesson
Text Teacher Directions

*Page 8 Text:
Tom packed a 
spoon so he 
could eat 
food.

Pause & Wait
Read the text
Pause & Wait
Spoken Comment: SOME people use a spoon to eat. (Point to 
the AAC symbol SOME. Then point to the illustration.)
Pause & Wait
AAC Comment: You could say SOME. (Point to the AAC symbol 
SOME.)
Pause & Wait
Add More: I have a spoon. (Show the student the spoon you 
gathered. Return it to the collection of items you gathered.)
Pause & Wait
Student Directive: Let’s PUT the spoon IN the backpack. Look 
at/touch/point to the spoon. (Gesture toward the objects 
you’ve gathered.)
Pause & Wait



Linkage Level/Node Description



Returning to the Example Page from a Lesson
Text Teacher Directions

*Page 8 Text:
Tom packed a 
spoon so he 
could eat 
food.

Pause & Wait
Read the text
Pause & Wait
Spoken Comment: SOME people use a spoon to eat. (Point to 
the AAC symbol SOME. Then point to the illustration.)
Pause & Wait
AAC Comment: You could say SOME. (Point to the AAC symbol 
SOME.)
Pause & Wait
Add More: I have a spoon. (Show the student the spoon you 
gathered. Return it to the collection of items you gathered.)
Pause & Wait
Student Directive: Let’s PUT the spoon IN the backpack. Look 
at/touch/point to the spoon. (Gesture toward the objects 
you’ve gathered.)
Pause & Wait



Page from Tom Goes Camping



Spoken Comment: SOME people use a spoon to 
eat. (Point to the AAC symbol SOME. Then point 
to the illustration.)



AAC Comment: You could say SOME. (Point to 
the AAC symbol SOME.)



Add More: I have a spoon. (Show the student 
the spoon you gathered. Return it to the 
collection of items you gathered.)
/

P
/

Student Directive: 

ause & Wait

Let’s PUT the spoon IN the 
backpack. Look at/touch/point to the spoon. 
(Gesture toward the objects you’ve 
gathered.)



Support interaction and engagement



Object identification



Early symbolic communication



Yes/no questions



Expressions of personal preferences



Sample Testlet Information Pages and 
Released Testlets in English Language Arts



THANK YOU!

For more information, go to 
dynamiclearningmaps.org 

For professional development opportunities, go to 
dlmpd.com 

https://dynamiclearningmaps.org/
https://www.dlmpd.com/
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