
Religious Opt –Out 

Participation in statewide assessments is a federal and state requirement for all students. Chapter 

4 of Title 22 of the Pa. Code (22 Pa. code 4.4) provides for the right of any parent/guardian to 

excuse his/her child from the state assessment if, upon inspection of the testing materials, 

he/she finds the assessment to be in conflict with his/her religious beliefs. This is the only 

regulatory allowance for a parent/guardian to excuse his or her child from the statewide 

assessments.  A religious exemption cannot be denied; however, it can only be granted if all of the 

following steps are completed. 

 

1. The student must be enrolled for testing so there is an official record of eligibility for the 

PASA. The enrollment record is also needed so the Assessment Coordinator can document 

officially that the student was not assessed due to religious beliefs. A religious exemption 

cannot be granted until after the parent/guardian(s) have reviewed the vendor released examples. 

 

2. The Dynamic Learning Maps vendor produces publicly released PASA ‘testlets’, which serve as a tool 

for parents to view the type of content assessed on the PASA.  The testlet examples can be accessed at: 

Instructional Resources for YE Model States | Dynamic Learning Maps. The parent/guardian is no longer 

required to view the publicly, released test materials on school grounds with an administrator present.  

It is strongly recommended that a school administrator/PASA Assessment Coordinator discuss with the 

parent/guardian the PASA outlining key features of the assessment allowing students with the most 

significant cognitive disabilities to show what they know and can do.  

   

3. If after reviewing the assessment the parent/guardian(s) does not want their student to 

participate, he/she must write a letter to the Superintendent or Executive Director requesting a 

religious exemption.  

 

4. At the end of the testing window, the Assessment Coordinator 

indicates in the student's DLM Kite portal record that the student was not assessed and 

https://dynamiclearningmaps.org/instructional-resources-ye/english_language_arts/testlets


selects the appropriate special circumstance code. This information is reported to the state and affects 
accountability. 

 

Parent Refusal (not based on religious beliefs) 

There is no allowance for this type of exclusion in Pennsylvania regulation. Even though 

Pennsylvania does not recognize parental refusal as an allowable exclusion, if a parent/ 

guardian refuses to have their child participate in the assessment and does not provide a 

reason in accordance with Chapter 4 rules, the IEP team must continue to identify the student 

as participating in the PASA and enroll the student in the KITE portal.  At the end of the 

testing window, the PASA Assessment Coordinator must follow the procedure 

for non-assessed students and select the appropriate special circumstance code.  

 

LEAs must be aware that religious exemptions and parent opt outs are 

factored into participation rates and will negatively affect school accountability. 

 


