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DLM Essential Element

Grade-Level Standard

fact or detail.

ELA.EE.W.3.2.a Select a topic and write about it including one

ELA.EE.W.3.2.a Introduce a topic and group related information
together; include illustrations when useful to aiding
comprehension.

Linkage Levels Descriptions

Initial Precursor
Emergent Writing

Distal Precursor
Emergent Writing

Proximal Precursor
Conventional Writing

Target
Conventional Writing

Successor
Conventional Writing

The student can direct
attention to objects or
people through
intentional sound,
verbalization,
movement, facial
expression, eye gaze, or
other behavior.

The student can
indicate a choice
between two objects
through eye gaze,
physical movement,
gesture, or vocalization.

The student can select a
familiar topic to share
about (may be from a
set of options) and can
use drawing, dictating,
or writing to share
about it.

The student can write
about a specific topic
using facts and details
to describe the topic.

The student can select a
topic and write about it
using relevant tactile,
visual, and multimedia
information.

Emergent and Conventional Writing Testlets

This Essential Element is tested in an ELA writing testlet. Writing testlets are assessed at two levels: Emergent Writing and
Conventional Writing. The Initial Precursor and Distal Precursor nodes are assessed in the emergent writing testlet in Grade 3 with
one other Essential Element: ELA.EE.W.3.4. The Proximal Precursor, Target and Successor nodes are assessed in the conventional
writing testlet in Grade 3 with one other Essential Element: ELA.EE.W.3.4.
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Initial Precursor and Distal Precursor Linkage Level Relationships to the Target

How is the Initial Precursor related to the Target?

Writing about a specific topic using facts and details requires
students to be able to attend to topics long enough to learn
information about them. In the context of emergent writing,
students at the Initial Precursor level can work toward writing
about topics by attending to objects or people that are
presented as choices. While it may be unclear to the adult if the
student is actually making an intentional choice, over time it is
clear that the student is able to attend.

Instructional Resources

How is the Distal Precursor related to the Target?

Selecting and writing about a topic requires students to
successfully communicate a choice of topics. In the context of
emergent writing, students at the Distal Precursor level work on
clearly communicating a choice between two familiar,
preferred objects as a topic for writing. The key is to practice
communicating a choice before writing about the choice rather
than communicating a choice during an activity unrelated to
writing.

Writing Testlet FAQs

Instructionally Embedded Assessment

Year-End Assessment

Released Testlets

See the Guide to Practice Activities and Released Testlets.

Using Untested (UN) Nodes

See the document Using Mini-Maps to Plan Instruction.
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https://dynamiclearningmaps.org/sites/default/files/documents/ERP/Writing_Testlet_FAQ_Fall_Spring_2020-2021.pdf
https://dynamiclearningmaps.org/sites/default/files/documents/ERP/Writing_Testlet_FAQ_Spring_2021_YE.pdf
https://dynamiclearningmaps.org/sites/default/files/documents/Manuals_Blueprints/Guide_to_Practice_Activities_and_Released_Testlets.pdf
https://dynamiclearningmaps.org/sites/default/files/documents/Using_Mini_Maps_to_Plan_Instruction.pdf

Link to Text-Only Map

ELA.EE.W.3.2.a Select a topic and write about it including one fact or detail.

UN

P

Directs Attentive to DP .
attention to | objects, q Makes a choice
objects or pictures, or between two

multimedia objects

people

UN
Can select a
topic and use
drawing, dictating, or |<—
writing to compose
a message with
one fact

Can select a
familiar topic to
share about
using drawing,
dictating, or
writing

T
Can write
(drawing, dictating,
or writing) about a
topic by producing
facts and details

Can write about a
topic using pertinent
tactile, visual, or
multimedia
information
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Can draw or
select pictures to
communicate
information

UN
Demonstrate

preferences for
some books

over others

UN
Can match a real
object with a picture

or other symbolic
representation of
the object

Expresses
recognition
of familiar
text

UN
Can name objects in
pictures/tactile graphics
or name objects used to
represent book pictures
during a shared
reading activity

UN
Can label the
action that occurs
in a story during a
shared reading
activity

Map Key

IP Initial Precursor
DP Distal Precursor
PP Proximal Precursor

T Target
S Successor
UN Untested

Boxes indicate tested
nodes

Page 3 of 3


https://dynamiclearningmaps.org/sites/default/files/documents/ELA_EEs/text_reader_files/ELA.EE.W.3.2.a_Screen_Reader_Text.docx
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