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Learning Outcome 
DLM Essential Element Grade-Level Standard 

ELA.EE.RI.9-10.5 Locate sentences that support an author's 
central idea or claim. 

ELA.RI.9-10.5 Analyze in detail how an author’s ideas or claims 
are developed and refined by particular sentences, paragraphs, 
or larger portions of a text (e.g., a section or chapter). 

Linkage Level Descriptions 
Initial Precursor Distal Precursor Proximal Precursor Target Successor 

The student can use 
their knowledge of a 
category to draw 
conclusions about the 
characteristics of 
objects that are part of 
that category. 

The student is able to 
answer who and what 
questions related to 
details in a familiar 
informational text. 

While reading an 
informational text, the 
student is able to 
identify important 
details for 
understanding the text. 

The student is able to 
recognize that details in 
a text can serve as 
evidence for a claim 
made by the author. 

The student is able to 
distinguish between 
claims made in the text 
supported by details 
and claims made in the 
text that are not 
supported by details. 
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Initial Precursor and Distal Precursor Linkage Level Relationships to the Target 

How is the Initial Precursor related to the Target? How is the Distal Precursor related to the Target? 

Locating sentences that support an author's claim or central 
idea requires readers to understand the relationships among 
the information in a text. Categorical knowledge is one way to 
build understandings of relationships among words in text that 
can eventually be used to understand other kinds of 
relationships. In the context of shared reading, teachers can 
work on developing student ability to use categorical 
knowledge by stating a category and asking students to identify 
objects in the book (or real objects that have been paired with 
the book) that belong to the category. The DLM Familiar Texts 
aligned with this Essential Element and linkage level describe 
objects and concepts that can be placed into two or more broad 
categories. 

Locating sentences that support an author's claim or central 
idea requires readers to understand explicit information in the 
text. Students at the Distal Precursor linkage level can work 
toward being able to locate sentences that support an author's 
claims or central ideas by reading or listening in order to 
respond to questions about explicit or concrete details in the 
text. Using the DLM Familiar Text aligned with this Essential 
Element and linkage level, teachers can guide students to read 
to respond to who and what questions about the text. 
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Instructional Resources 
Linkage Level DLM Familiar Texts 

Initial Precursor Every Day Is Different 
Using Manners 
Winter Time 
A Day on the Farm 

Distal Precursor Friends Are Great 
Using Water 
At the Theater 

Proximal Precursor N/A 
Target N/A 
Successor N/A 

For more comprehensive information, see Familiar Text Information – Grades 9-10. 
Released Testlets 

See the Guide to Practice Activities and Released Testlets. 

Using Supporting (SP) and Untested (UN) Nodes 

See the document Using Mini-Maps to Plan Instruction. 

https://tarheelreader.org/2014/11/03/every-day-is-different/
https://tarheelreader.org/2014/10/01/using-manners/
https://tarheelreader.org/2014/10/01/winter-time/
https://tarheelreader.org/2014/10/01/a-day-on-the-farm/
https://tarheelreader.org/2014/04/11/friends-are-great-2/
https://tarheelreader.org/2013/12/08/using-water/
https://tarheelreader.org/2018/01/09/at-the-theater/
https://dynamiclearningmaps.org/grade9-10-familiar-texts-ie
https://dynamiclearningmaps.org/sites/default/files/documents/Manuals_Blueprints/Guide_to_Practice_Activities_and_Released_Testlets.pdf
https://dynamiclearningmaps.org/sites/default/files/documents/Using_Mini_Maps_to_Plan_Instruction.pdf
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Link to Text-Only Map  

ELA.EE.RI.9-10.5 Locate sentences that support an author's central idea or claim.   
 

https://dynamiclearningmaps.org/sites/default/files/documents/ELA_EEs/text_reader_files/ELA.EE.RI.9-10.5_Screen_Reader_Text.docx
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