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Subject: ELA
Reading Informational Text

DLM Essential Element

Grade-Level Standard

phrases in a text.

ELA.EE.RI.8.4 Determine connotative meanings of words and

texts.

ELA.RI.8.4 Determine the meaning of words and phrases as
they are used in a text, including figurative, connotative, and
technical meanings; analyze the impact of specific word choices
on meaning and tone, including analogies or allusions to other

Linkage Level Descriptions

Initial Precursor

Distal Precursor

Proximal Precursor

Target

Successor

The student can make
judgments about pairs
of words with similar or
different meanings.

After reading or hearing
a sentence, the student
can determine the
literal meaning of words
and phrases using the
surrounding context.

The student can identify
a singular meaning of a

multiple-meaning word

by using contextual and
textual clues.

After reading or hearing
a text, the student can
identify the commonly
understood cultural
and/or emotional
meaning of words and
phrases in the text.

After reading or hearing
an informational text,
the student can
determine the
figurative meaning of
words and phrases,
such as idioms,
analogies, and figures of
speech.
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Initial Precursor and Distal Precursor Linkage Level Relationships to the Target

How is the Initial Precursor related to the Target? How is the Distal Precursor related to the Target?
As students work toward understanding the connotative As students work toward understanding the way words make
meaning of words in text, they can begin to recognize words them feel or the connotative meaning of words in text, they
that have meanings that are the same or different. Teachers have to identify the literal meaning of words. Students at the
can work on this using the DLM Familiar Texts aligned with this  Distal Precursor linkage level should be working to use context
linkage level. These texts intentionally use words that have to determine the literal meaning of words they encounter
similar and different meanings so teachers can work with during shared reading or reading comprehension instruction.

students to begin to identify them.
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Instructional Resources

Linkage Level DLM Familiar Texts
Initial Precursor Pirates Love Treasure
People at School
Camping Supplies
Rafts
Alaska Animals
Distal Precursor N/A
Proximal Precursor N/A
Target N/A
Successor N/A

For more comprehensive information, see Familiar Text Information — Grade 8.

Released Testlets

See the Guide to Practice Activities and Released Testlets.

Using Supporting (SP) and Untested (UN) Nodes

See the document Using Mini-Maps to Plan Instruction.
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https://tarheelreader.org/2014/10/01/pirates-love-treasure/
https://tarheelreader.org/2014/10/01/people-at-school-2/
https://tarheelreader.org/2014/10/01/camping-supplies/
https://tarheelreader.org/2018/01/09/rafts-2/
https://tarheelreader.org/2015/02/06/alaska-animals/
https://dynamiclearningmaps.org/grade8-familiar-texts-ie
https://dynamiclearningmaps.org/sites/default/files/documents/Manuals_Blueprints/Guide_to_Practice_Activities_and_Released_Testlets.pdf
https://dynamiclearningmaps.org/sites/default/files/documents/Using_Mini_Maps_to_Plan_Instruction.pdf

Link to Text-Only Map

ELA.EE.RIL.8.4 Determine connotative meanings of words and phrases in a text.

UN
Can provide
real-world
connections
between words
and their use

P
Can make
judgments about
the meaning of
word(s)

Can determine the
meaning of simple
idioms and figures of
speechin a
narrative

Can determine
the words or
phrases that can
complete literal
sentences in a

Can determine
the literal meaning
of words and

Can determine the

unambiguous
words in a text

Can demonstrate
an understanding
that words have
different uses in

Can determine the
meaning of multiple
meaning words in
text (support of

Can demonstrate
an understanding
that words have

Map Key

T
Determine the
connotative

meaning of words
and phrases in a

Can determine the
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figurative meaning of
words and phrases as
they are used in an
informational text

Initial Precursor
Distal Precursor
Proximal Precursor
Target

Successor
Supporting
Untested

Boxes indicate tested
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https://dynamiclearningmaps.org/sites/default/files/documents/ELA_EEs/text_reader_files/ELA.EE.RI.8.4_Screen_Reader_Text.docx
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